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o Introduction 

The following data hare been obtained from various mem- 
bers of the Buhld tribe living at the headwaters of the Sumagul- 
Tangon area, during field work under the auspices of Overseas Mis- 
sionary Fellowship of the China Inland Mission, October 1952 to 
February 1955, at Salcedo and Manihala, Bongabon, Mindoro 
Oriental, Philippines The present description was undertaken as 
part of the course at the Summer Institute of Linguistics, 1 
Norman, Oklahoma „ U.S A , during the summer of 1955. 

1. Chart of the Phonemes 

Types of Sounds Labial Dental Palatal Velar Glottal 

Consonants; 

Stops, Voiceless p t k * 

Stops, Voiced b d g 

Fricatives, Voiceless f s h 

Nasals, Voiced m n 

Laterals, Voiced 1 

Vibrant s, Voiced r 

Semivowels, Voiced w y 

Vowels s 

High i u 

Mid e a o 

Low a 

TlT The author~wlshes to express her gratitude to Viola Water- 
house and May Morrison of the Summer Institute of Linguistics for 
their help in the analysis and presentation of this material. 
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2, Contrastive Features 

Buhid consonant phonemes are divided into six contras- 
tive groups; stops, fricatives, nasals, laterals, vibrants, and 
semivowels. 

Stops contrast in voicing and voicelessness. 

Stops and nasals contrast as to labial , dental , and velar 
points of articulation. Voiceless stops have an additional con- 
trast at glottal point of articulation. 

Fricatives contrast as to labial, dental, and glottal points 
of articulation. 

Vowel phonemes contrast as to high, mid, and low positions, 
and horizontally as to front, central, and back. 

3. Description of the Phonemes , with Illustrations 

3.1 Consonants 

3.11 Stops Include voiceless unaspirated p_> t,, k, 2» and 
voiced b, d, g. k and g are phonetically lenis, varying to fri- 
catives before vowels, but clearly stops before other stops, 
e.g. /kakltay/ Ckaxltay] 'but'; /»agud/ C'agddJ 'short'. All 
stops have unreleased allophones in word final position. Illus- 
trations of the Stops: 

2 /pako 2 / Cp^ko] 'nail 1 ; /daluhap/ CdaluhaP] 'palm of hand'; 
/kapsin/ Ckapsanj 'beside'. 

b /bago/ Ltigol 'new'; /bakbaq/ ChikbagU 'wooden bar' ; 
/lab6n/ ClabdnU 'now'; /lAh<5b/ ClAhoX) 'skin, bark' . 

t /tagan/ CtaganH 'nest of domestic fowl 1 ; /dAtAg/ CdAtAS] 
" 'level'; /gamAt/ CgamAtJ 'hand 1 . 

d /dAndan/ CdAndanD 'old'; /k\idkod/ Ckddko d 3 'hoe'. 

k /takyay/ Ctakyay] 'forearm'; /kalfmo/ Ckalfmo3 'startle'; 
/lutok/ Cluto*} 'mud' . 

g /galawlt/ CgalaW] 'soythe'; /?ugdog/ C*i5gdo8] 'feelings'. 



(2) The voiceless labial stop & occurs word initially only in 
loan words. 



6 BSHID PHOHBKBS 

* A« ? 4t/ Cbu'^ 'hate' j /gub»<$n/ Cgubion] 'well'; 
/mAlAkelV CmAliksi*3 'white'. 

3.12 Fricatives include voiceless f, s. h. One instance of 
Cs!3 has been observed, in the word /sa«)ko/""'at me' , morphological- 
ly analysed as an elided form of /se agko/, which in fast speech 
is heard as CSaSkoT. Illustrations of the fricatives: 

f /falad/ Cfala 4 ] 'soul 1 ; /off on/ CoffonU 'tooth'. 

a /safa/ Csafa] 'stream'; /hastay/ Chistay] 'come' ; /gAmAa/ 
LgimAsD 'thread'. 

h /bubigod/ Cbuhago d 3 'proud' . 

3ol3 Nasals include voiced m, n, a. Illustrations of the 
nasals: 

m /mam^gus/ Cmam^gusJ 'bathe'; /numarum/ Cnumardm] 'tomorrow 1 . 

fi /hAbantay/ LnAbantayD 'watch'; /manwaynan/ CmanwaynanT 
•dwell' . 

jl /9^s*)as/ CoasgasJ 'chew'; /magon/ Cmagon3 'eat'. 

3ol4- There is only one lateral, voiced 1, which is clear in 
timbre. Illustrations of the lateral: 

1 /lllagmon/ Clilagmonl 'woman's garment'; /»alf6yo/ C'alfoyo] 
•head'; /dahul/ Cdahdll] 'big'. 

3.15 There is only one vibrant, voiced r, which is a flap. 
Illustrations of the Vibrant: "" 

r /rirok/ lM*o*l 'write'. 

3.16 Semivowels are w and v., boourring in labial and palatal 
positions. Illustrations of the semivowels: 

w /wasay/ CwasAyJ 'axe'; /dtiwaV CdtSwa?] ' two ' ; /gtinaw/ 
tgiinawj 'flood' . 

1 /yafon/ £y£fon3 'supper'; /»aly<$fan/ C'aly6fan3 'centipede'; 
/ *abuhay/ C 'abuhayj * whit e ' . 
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3.2 Vowels 

There are two vowels In high position, 1 and u. Each 
has an open allophone In closed syllables. Illustrations of the 
high vowels; 

i /sit Am/ C sit And 'dirty'; /sihfl/ CslhilD 'heel'. 

jl /siilan/ CsulanU 'chin'; /»agiid/ £»agd d 3 'short'. 

There are three vowels in mid position, j, a, and o. e 
is phonetically an open variety, CO. Illustrations of the mid 
vowels: 

e /seyug/ Cs^yoS3 'bamboo floor slats'; /nAleg/ CnAl^S] 
•hold' . 

a /*AbA8Ad/ C»AbAsA d 3 'deep'. 

o /b<5hin/ CbdhcnH 'lesson'; /s6hob/ QaShcPl 'roof. 



There is one vowel in low position, a. Although a con- 
h a as shown by /'IpAg/ 'girl friend' , /nAlAg/ 'see' , 
/ 'for', /fAg/ noun clitic, and /bag/ 'G-strlng' , in 
certain words these vowels fluctuates /'abit/ or /'Abat/ 'high' 
/gamas/ or /gAmAs/ 'thread'; /*4lAd/ or /?AlAd/ 'fenoe'. II- ' 



trasts with 
and /wasag/ 



lustrations of low vowel: 
a 



/d4gom/ Cdigom] 'needle'; /gapas/ CgapasU 'kapok'; /daga/ 
LdagaJ 'ground' . 

k. Distribution of Phonemes 

4.1 General Distribution in Relation to Syllables, Words, and 
Morphemes, 

Syllables consist of the following consonant-vowel 
sequences: GV /lritok/ 'ripe'; CVC /luknan/ 'calf of leg'. 

Words or morphemes consist of the following consonant- 
vowel sequences: CVC /bok/ 'hair'; CVCV /tit*/ 'cooked rioe' ; 
CVCVC /l\ifog/ 'sad 1 ; CVCCVC /gdyfan/ 'thought'; CVCCV /'fdya/ 
•not yet' . 

4.2 Specific Distribution in Terms of Spot Classes 
4.21 C 1 V 1 All consonants occur in C, i 
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4.22 C^Cg All consonants, except f and h, occur in C 9 : 

/dalunap/ 'palm of hand'; /lAhdb/ 'bark of tree 1 ; /mabyat/ 
6 heavy ; /hudkod/ 'dig'; /mAtayom/ 'sharp'; /mibo'lon/ 'Indus- 
trious 6 ; /aniyoo/ 'sincere'; /stoaw/ 'enter'; /lufog/ 'sad'; 
/mayiwaV 'dear'; /matfs/ 'cold' (water); /gffol/ 'whistle'; 
/laturdan/. 'red banana'; /wasAy/ 'axe'. 

4.23 C^!* c i v i°2 A11 vow el s occur in V^ 

/slhll/ 'heel'; /luknan/ 'calf of leg'; /seyug/ 'bamboo slats 
of floor'; /mlslos/ 'upright'; /hAtsi/ 'there'; /balay/ 
'house' „ 



4.3 Sequence Limitations with Respect to Consonants 

Any consonant except f and h may occur as first member 
of a consonant cluster. ~~ 

Any consonant may oocur as second member of a consonant 
cluster. 

Some restrictions of occurrence noted may be due to lack 
of data, others simply to rare occurrences of certain phonemes. 
Some clusters have been observed only in proper names, such as: 
la /Malnan/, vd /Wayda*y/, n» /Lln'uman/, j£ /Gil^y'ud/, m» 
/Ginlm'ay/, w» /Ginaw?ay/, jh /Gayhiman/. "" 

r has been observed as first member in only one consonant 
cluster, rd, but as second member following m, n, and «j. 

w has been observed only preceding *, n, and a. 

p_ has been observed only following v. and g, 

Z has been observed preceding t and m, and following b and g, 
in addition to the clusters n», j_», m7, and w», above noted as 
occurring in proper names e 

g has been observed only following b, g, a, and 1, but seems 
quite unrestricted as first member. 
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5. Stress 

examples: Str988 iB contrafltlve » as **°™ by the following 

^e1p?{ domestic fowl'; /kapein/ 'beside'; /?AbASAd/ 

* Wo f?f endln g in an ©Pen syllable have a predominant n«t 
tern of penultimate stress, as shown by the followin|exaSp?es? 

^a^iiTWS^-isj.^" /hAt8i/ ,there,; /^w 

6. Vowel Length 

m n nMA 2fJS aln * Ta P 108 ?1 V 1°2V 2 C3 w ° r * s have the form CiV 2 <h 
in Buhid, with a tendency to length on the resultant single vowel 

ExampHs^ref ' In *" % 8pee ° h ' h ° W9Ter ' thl8 len ^ th ^ lost? ' 

/bqk/ 'hair'; /bag/ 'G-string'; /kon/ 'box 1 • /tod/ 'Ten**' 
/ a i^df^^ /,hair,; Z 15 ^/ ^-string'; AihW^box?; 

~+ o u^ A f 7 8t ' no , oontrast in length has been observed in words 
of Buhid origin, although at times the vowels in certain stressed 
syllables appear to be somewhat longer than oomparable vowels in 
unstressed syllables. * 
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